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Sign Up Today For The Mission Viejo
Membership/Trash Program

   Mission Viejo                                and Waste Connection

Call 303-288-2100
Be sure to tell them you are a Mission Viejo Resident

COST: (includes bi-weekly Recycle service)
$20.06 - Monthly 

$80.24 - Tri Annual
Save even more: $220.66 - Yearly

HOW MUCH TRASH?

4 - 32 gallon personal cans OR 4 - bags OR a mixture of the two.

Seasonal Service (June to November) allows 3 additional bags. 

Waste Connections provides a quarterly rebate to the HOA of $2 per month 
for each resident participating in the program.
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$80.24 - Tri Annual
Save even more: $220.66 - Yearly

HOW MUCH TRASH?

4 - 32 gallon personal cans OR 4 - bags OR a mixture of the two.

Seasonal Service (June to November) allows 3 additional bags. 
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for each resident participating in the program.

Call 303-288-2100 for current pricing information
              Be sure to mention that you are a Mission Viejo resident!

Sign Up Today For The Mission Viejo
Membership/Trash Program

   Mission Viejo                                and Waste Connection

Call 303-288-2100
Be sure to tell them you are a Mission Viejo Resident

COST: (includes bi-weekly Recycle service)
$20.06 - Monthly 

$80.24 - Tri Annual
Save even more: $220.66 - Yearly

HOW MUCH TRASH?

4 - 32 gallon personal cans OR 4 - bags OR a mixture of the two.

Seasonal Service (June to November) allows 3 additional bags. 

Waste Connections provides a quarterly rebate to the HOA of $2 per month 
for each resident participating in the program.

Waste Connection’s service includes: 
* Bi-weekly recyclings *

* Enhanced seasonal services *
* Large item pickup * 

* The MV HOA receives a quarterly rebate of $2.00 per participating 
resident, helps to fund HOA events and beautification programs.

MISSION Vl�O 
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NEWS FROM TH€ MISSION Vl(;/O ASSOCl4 TION INC 
      Find us on the web at: MissionViejoHOA.org

Dumpster Days:
Cost: Active members free, 
	 non-active members $30, 
	 non-MVHOA Residents $40
October 3, 2026, 8am – 11am (or until 
	 trucks are full, whichever comes first)
	 Holy Love Church Parking Lot
A metal recycler will also be on hand.

Hayride: 
December 12, 2026 @ Mission 
Viejo Elementary School. Online 
sign-up begins November 27.

     Upcoming
Board Meetings:
      October 5, 2026
    December 7, 2026
      January 4, 2027
All meetings are scheduled for 6:30pm at 
the Mission Viejo Library Meeting Room.
Note: There will not be a board meeting on 
the following dates:
	 September 7, 2026 (Labor Day)
	 November 2, 2026 (Election Day) 
	

Annual Meeting:
Currently scheduled for January 19, 2027 
at Mission Viejo Elementary School.

Weed Control To The 
Interior Of Our Community 

	 Last month we told you we were working with the city to identify some areas 
along the inner circle that might qualify the city’s consideration to spray for weeds. 

The city has agreed to spray weeds along the inner circle of Mission 
Viejo Parkway and Alicia Parkway on the side of street adjacent to 
Mission Viejo Park. While the city will spray those weeds it is still 
the homeowners responsibility to remove the weeds and trash from 
those areas. 

Pickleball
	 On Saturday, August 15th the HOA hosted a demonstration of this 
increasingly popular sport at La Parquita Park. Thanks to all those 
who came out to join the fun. There was plenty of room for more 
folks to join in, so we hope that you will consider joining in on other 
events in the future.

Volunteers Needed
	  Mission Viejo HOA Neighborhood Association offers opportunities for you 
to volunteer to make the community a better place to live. Some examples are:
	 1)	 Newsletter delivery – current openings
	 2)	 Picking up trash along the exterior or interior of the community (The 

HOA has bags to collect trash along the exterior of the community.)
	 3)	 Helping at a community event, like Dumpster Day 
	 If you would like to volunteer, please send an email with your Name, 
address, email, phone number and what area you would like to volunteer your 

time for to volunteers@missionviejohoa.org. Our volunteer Coordinator will give 
your information to the activity coordinator who will contact you. We appreciate your 
willingness to make Mission Viejo a better place to live. We need your help to make 
Mission Viejo a community we can all be proud of, so please consider volunteering.

A Note From The 
Board President

	 Mission Viejo HOA is a community board 
that supports our community. We are not an HOA 
that cites homeowners for violations to covenants. 
Over the last 10 years or so the HOA has obtained 
most of its funding through resident’s participa-
tion in the trash program, along with city grants 
and homeowner donations. The number of people 
participating in the trash program has decreased 
over the past 3 years and is in danger of losing 
the quarterly checks from the trash program if 
participation does not pick up. If you haven’t 
used Waste Connections recently, the are offering 
$17.00 per month trash collection, that also gives 



Mission Viejo HOA Board of Directors

Alan Engels, President / Newsletter Editor.... President@missionviejohoa.org 
Farzan Beroz, Vice President...................VicePresident@missionviejohoa.org
Pat Kraft, Treasurer....................................... Treasurer@missionviejohoa.org
Bob Bandstra, Secretary.................................Secretary@missionviejohoa.org
Kent Bender......................................... MemberAtLarge@missionviejohoa.org

ACCESS AURORA: 
Aurora Police Dept. Neighborhood PAR Officer:

Stacy Sparks, 303-627-3175, ssparks@auroragov.org
MISSION VIEJO TRASH PROGRAM

Waste Connections 303-288-2100
MISSION VIEJO HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

4255 S. Buckley Road, #110 • Aurora, CO 80013-2951

COMMITTEES
Welcome Committee: TBD

Garden Committee: Jerry and Lois Kiefer, 
Betty Richards, Carol Tobiassen, 
Nicole Wallace, Sue Fedorowicz 

Volunteer Coordinator: Bonnie Engels
volunteers@missionviejohoa.org 

WEBSITE: www.missionviejohoa.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/448363365762307

vicepresident@missionviejohoa.org
	 The Mission Viejo Homeowners’ Association Inc. is a state non-profit organization. 
The purpose of the Mission Viejo HOA is to unite the unit owners of the Mission Viejo 
subdivisions in Aurora, Colorado; to encourage civic improvements within said area, to 
encourage community activities including, but not by way of limitation, the beautifica-
tion, maintenance, and general appearance of vacant and improved lots, streets, parkways, 
entrances, open and recreational areas situated within the area and used in common by its 
residents; enhance the safety of Mission Viejo; facilitate enforcement of any and all build-
ing restrictions, protective covenants, and to otherwise act in the interests of the members 
of the Association. Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not con-
stitute a recommendation or endorsement by the Association of the goods or services 
offered. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors 
and not the Board of your Association. Neither the Board, publisher, nor the authors 
intend to provide any professional service or opinion through this publication.

News Articles
The deadline for news articles is the 15th of the month before 
the next month’s issue. Please email news articles to president@ 
missionviejohoa.org.  All letters or articles need to include your 
name and daytime phone number. All articles must be approved by 
the editor for publication, or as space permits. 
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Ask The Board
	 In the coming months we will be publishing answers to 
questions the Board receives about our community. If you have 
any questions or concerns that can have an impact on MV and 
its residents, please send them by email to president@mission-
viejohoa.org. Help us make MV an even better place to live!

Advertise in this Newsletter!
The deadline for advertisements is the 15th  
of the month for the next month’s issue,  
except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th.   
Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or 
info@newsletterconnections.com 
To find ad rates and discounts, go to  
NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code. 

Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommendation 
or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered therein. 
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors and not of the 
Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the Board, publisher nor 
the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion through this publication. 

Natasha Hedlund,

Independent Mary Kay 
Skin Care Consultant

How I bring beauty to you!

As my customer, you can create your ideal beauty experience. I offer 
personalized service that fits you. Just tell me if you’d like a one-on-one 
consultation, a party with friends, a virtual party, makeup tips, skin care 
advice or free samples. You can always try before you buy.

If you prefer to shop online, order by e-mail or contact me by phone, the 
choice is yours. I’d love to help you with any or all of your beauty needs. 
Let’s talk!

nhedlund@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/nhedlund

214.641.6213

This Space 
Intentionally Left Blank 

for Teen Services
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Note From The Board President, 
continued from front page

Get Ready for Fall!
Beaver Stump Grinding
 & Tree Service

Quality Service at 
Reasonable Rates 

Since 1995

•  Tree Trimming 
•  Tree Removal 
•  Bush Removal 
•  Stump Grinding 
•  Rock Walls 
•  RR Ties 
•  Sod Work 
•  Top Soil 
•  Wood Chips 

•  Gutters 
•  Roto-Tilling 
•  Hauling 
•  Sprinkler Repair 
•  Power Washing
•  Fences
•  Gardens
•  Trees Planted
•  Fall Yard Clean-up

Full Service Landscaping
All Debris Removed • All Materials Recycled

24/7 Year-Round Service
Locally Owned & Operated  •  Licensed & Insured

Preston, 303-829-8414

20% OFF ORDER
NOW DELIVERING TOO!

LET US BRING THE WINGS TO YOU!
$20 MIN, $1.50 delivery charge

WING HUT
FAMILY OWNED AND PROUDLY 
SERVING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

SINCE 2001
NE corner of Hampden and Chambers

winghutaurora.com
303.699.9464

Expires 09/31/26. Must present coupon.

MV

20% OFF ORDER
WING HUT

FAMILY OWNED AND PROUDLY 
SERVING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

SINCE 2001

NE corner of Hampden and Chambers

We are fully licensed, insured and certified to permanently 
repair aluminum wiring and remove your fire hazard. Visit 
our web site at www.alwirerepair.com to read about the 
hazards of aluminum wiring and the CPSC recommended 
COPALUM repair method. Call today for your home  
wiring evaluation!

ALUMINUM WIRING
can be DANGEROUS!

720-299-4706

IS YOUR HOME WIRED SAFELY?
Most homes built between 1964 & 1974 contain aluminum wiring.

Did you know “homes wired with aluminum wiring are 55 times more 
likely to have one or more connections reach Fire Hazard Conditions”

—US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC Pub #516

Your Safety Is Our Business!
Lic #6092 • Insured • Honest & Dependable

Serving all your electrical needs with Local References!

We are fully licensed, insured and certified to permanently 
repair aluminum wiring and remove your fire hazard. Visit 
our website at www.alwiremitigation.com to read about the 
hazards of aluminum wiring and the CPSC recommended 
COPALUM repair method. Call today for your home wiring 
evaluation!

Serving all your electrical needs 
like EV Charging Stations!

Lic #0103100 • Insured • Honest & Dependable

720-299-4706

IS YOUR HOME WIRED SAFELY?
Most homes built between 1964 & 1974 contain aluminum wiring.

Did you know “homes wired with aluminum wiring are 55 times more likely 
to have one or more connections reach Fire Hazard Conditions”
—US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC Pub #516

the HOA $2. Per household per month within that pricing. If 
you had been part of the trash program in the past, we would 
appreciate your consideration in donating to the HOA via Zelle, 
or by sending a check to the HOA Mail Box: 4255 S. Buckley 
Road # 110, Aurora, CO 80013.
	 While we are doing alot of great work to make Mission 
a Great Place to Live, we need volunteers to help us. Please 
consider supporting your community with your time, talent and 
treasure.

Serving On The HOA Board:
	 One way you can make a difference in our community is 
serving on the board. The board can have up to seven mem-
bers on the board. We are currently accepting self-nominations 
for our annual meeting on January 19, 2026. A normal board 
commitment is 2 years, with the board voting on positions, 
annually. If you would like to serve on the board, please send 
an email to president@missionviejohoa.org.

Subscriptions To Pay Dues via 
PayPal and Stripe – Action Is 
Needed If You Have These Set Up
	 The HOA has closed its accounts with these online payment 
vendors, and is not responsible for any annual payments you 
may have set up on these platforms that the HOA cannot see.

Paying by Zelle:
	 If you want to make a donation to the Mission Viejo HOA 
Neighborhood Association you can do so by using the QR 
Code, which can be found on the second page of the newslet-
ter. It is very important when making payment you enter your 
address in the memo. This will allow us to record your name 
and address for accounting and records keeping. Activating 
your 2026 Active membership allows Mission Viejo HOA 
residents to utilize Dumpster Days and the Annual Hay Ride at 
no additional cost. To send money via Zelle, open your bank’s 
mobile app or online banking platform and locate the Zelle 
feature. Next, register your email address or mobile number 
and select the option to send money. Enter treasurer@mission-
viejohoa.org as the recipient’s email address along with the 
donation amount. You should also email the treasurer, letting 
them know that a payment has been sent. The Treasurer will 
then know your payment has been processed and can obtain 
any other information it needs to ensure you are listed as an 
active member of the HOA and can participate in activities 
without any costs. Some residents have reported they had to 
enter the organization as Mission Viejo Homeowners Assn.
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As we settle into our new home, we want to
show our neighbors what we’ve done with

the place! Mention this ad, and receive 15%
off your first round of Authentic ZoiglBräu

brews.
ZoiglBräu

15120 E Hampden Ave
Aurora, CO. 80014

Mission Viejo Library:
September Programs
For more information about library programs, 
call 303-326-8600 or visit auroralibrary.org.
EARLY LITERACY PROGRAMS:
Mondays at 10:30 a.m.	 Baby Storytime (ages 0-2)
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.	 Tots Tunes (ages 0-5)
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.	 Storytime (ages 0-5)
Tues, Sep 29 at 10:30 a.m.	Blocks & Play (ages 0-5)
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN:
Wed, Sep 2 at 4:30 p.m.	 Perler Bead Club (ages 6-18)
Wed, Sep 9 at 4:30 p.m.	 Papercraft Club (ages 6-18)
Wed, Sep 16 at 4:30 p.m.	 Tin Heart Craft (ages 6-18)
Wed, Sep 23 at 4:30 p.m.	 Clay Club (ages 6-18)
Wed, Sep 30 at 4:30 p.m.	 Shrinky Dink Craft (ages 6-18)
PROGRAMS FOR PRE-TEENS AND TEENS:
Thu, Sep 3 at 4:30 p.m.	 Lego Build Challenge (ages 12-18)
Thu, Sep 10 at 4:30 p.m.	 Dinosaur Model Craft (ages 12-18)
Thu, Sep 17 at 4:30 p.m.	 How to Make Ramen (Better) (ages 12-18)
Thu, Sep 24 at 4:30 p.m.	 Teen Advisory Group (ages 12-18)
PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS:
Fri, Sep 4 at 11:00 a.m.	 Candle Making
Fri, Sep 11 & 25 at 11:00 a.m.	 Coffee & Coloring
Wed, Sep 16 at 11:00 a.m.	 Watercolor Landscapes
Fri, Sep 18 at 11:00 a.m.	 Book Page Butterflies
Wed, Sep 30 at 11:00 a.m.	 Acrylic Canvas Free Paint
PROGRAMS FOR ALL AGES:
Fri, Sep 18 at 4:30 p.m.	 Library Resources for Students & Parents

What Is the Harvest Moon?
	 In 2026, the brilliant Full Harvest Moon is on Saturday, the 26th 
of September, reaching full illumination at 12:49 p.m. It will appear 
full for 3 days so start looking early if the weather is clear!
	 For several evenings, the Moon rises very soon after the Sun sets, 
resulting in an abundance of bright moonlight early in the evening. 
Traditionally, this extra light aided farmers and crews in harvesting 
their summer-grown crops. Hence, it’s called the “Harvest” Moon!
	 On average, there are just a little over 12 complete Moon cycles 
every year (about 29.53 days in a synodic month). The Harvest Moon 
isn’t like the other Moons.
	 Usually, throughout the year, the Moon rises an average of about 
50 minutes later each day.

	 However, for the few nights around the Harvest Moon, 
the Moon seems to rise at nearly the same time: just 25 to 
30 minutes later across the northern U.S. and only 10 to 20 
minutes later farther north in Canada and Europe.
	 Additionally, the Harvest Moon rises at sunset and will 
increase near sunset for several nights because the differ-
ence is at a yearly minimum. It may almost seem like there 
are Full Moons multiple nights in a row!

–https://www.almanac.com/what-harvest-moon

June 20 • 4–7 p.m.
Cherry Creek Retirement Village

COMMUNITY

(303) 693-0200
14555 East Hampden Avenue 
Aurora, CO 80014
CherryCreekRetirement.com

 LIVE 
MUSIC

DELICIOUS
BBQ

FUN  GAMES AND ACTIVITIES

Join us for

Sponsored by
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Handmade neighborhood home decor and 
custom gifts made with love! By Glenda. Call/
Text 303-434-0038. GLKreations4you@gmail.com 
Shop: GLKreations4you.etsy.com 
Licensed in-home childcare accepting chil-
dren 6 weeks–3 years old. With 20 years of 
experience. Come grow with us! 303-562-4488. 
Daily Discovery Child Care LLC. 
DJ Wood Floors LLC. Hardwood floors: install, 
sand & finish. Laminate, Carpet, Stairs, & Tile. 
Exterior/Interior painting. Free estimates. Call 
Darwin C:631-741-0526 O:631-413-8922 
AKC REGISTERED  LABRADOR  PUPPIES 
FOR SALE. 3 black females, 1 black male,  
1 yellow male. Available August 20th. Call or text 
719-349-0679. Farm raised with lots of love!
LAWN WORKS Ltd eco-LawnCare, Patching 
& Plugless-Aeration. Sprinkler/Drip-Startups,  
Coverage & Repair. (720)999-2245 

Free Dinner! Educational Workshop that will help 
you with retirement planning, tax reduction, wealth 
accumulation, college funding. September 16th at 
6:30pm in Littleton. RSVP to Kristy 720-248-7080
MCNAMARA’S PAINTING AND HANDYMAN 
SERVICES . Int/Ext painting,  drywall repair and 
texture. Power wash decks, patios and houses. 
Stain decks. Bill 303-503-0589 free estimates.  
CALL  Big Dog Rooter Plumbing and Services 
LLC 720-338-5331. WE SPECIALIZE IN-Hydro 
Jetting, Drain Cleaning, Water Heaters, Leaks 
Repairs, Sewer Line Repairs, Free Estimates, 
Residential & Commercial. Affordable Pricing. SO 
FLUSH THE REST CALL THE BEST! 
Grass or Corn fed beef for sale - farm fresh,  all 
natural, straight from our CO ranch to your table. 
Get your beef now in bulk. Sold by 1/4, 1/2 or  whole.  
Call/text 719-349-0679 to go over pricing and 
how to place your order. KSayles@plainstel.com

Money Likes Speed, Simplicity And Automa-
tion! www.PerpetualProfits.biz
Encore Music Academy: Affordable music les-
sons in the convenience of your home. Curric-
ulum based, guitar, bass guitar, piano/keyboard 
and viola instruction. Please call 720-520-3800. 
OB PAINTING. $500 off exterior/ 10% off  
interior. Free Estimates. Rob: 303-908-9063.
Curtis Construction. Free Estimates! Utility 
Trenching, Drainage Systems, Erosion Control, 
Excavation, Hauling, Dirt Compaction, Xeri-
scape, Fence Installation, Retaining Walls, Site 
Prep, Grading, Land clearing. Call/Text Andrew 
Curtis 720-354-2167. 
P & S Paint and Remodeling. Kitchen, bath, 
flooring, plumbing, painting and general home 
improvements. Now offering Snow Removal. 
Call David 303-547-4280. 

Classified ads are $5.00/line (about 40 characters/line). Contact Newsletter Connections at 303-979-7499 or info@newsletter 
connections.com to place an ad. To view our display ad prices, visit our website at NewsletterConnections.com. The deadline for placing a 
classified or display ad is the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of Sept. for Oct. issue), except the January issue, which has a 
deadline of December 6th. Residents placing ads to sell household items are not charged a fee.

CLASSIFIEDS: The perfect way to find local professionals to work 
on your house! You can also find activities, sale items and more!

Find more professionals to suit your needs on our Service Provider Directory at NewsletterConnections.com.

NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Grow Your Business This Fall! 
Connect Directly with Your Neighbors!

Our October Deadline 
is September 15th. 

Locally owned and operated.

info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

303-979-7499
NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches  
the specific households in your target neighborhoods.  
Every person who receives the newsletter is a  
potential customer within a few miles of your door.

The Trust Factor: Local print publications are  
valued sources of community news and events.  
Aligning your business with this trusted medium  
instantly boosts your own credibility and reputation.

Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show 
people retain information from print ads better than  
digital ones. The tactile experience creates a stronger,  
more lasting impression.

You Can’t Click Away From Print: A physical  
newsletter sits on coffee tables, gets pinned to  
refrigerators, and is shared among family members.  
Your ad stays visible for days, not seconds.

•

•

•

•

Our Oct. Deadline is September 15th. 

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches households  
in your target neighborhoods. Every person who receives the  
newsletter is a potential customer within a few miles of your door.
Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show people 
retain information from print ads better than digital ones. The  
tactile experience creates a stronger, more lasting impression.
You Can’t Click Away From Print: A physical newsletter sits on 
coffee tables, gets pinned to refrigerators, and is shared among 
family members. Your ad stays visible for days, not seconds.

info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

303-979-7499
NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches households  
in your target neighborhoods. Every person who receives the  
newsletter is a potential customer within a few miles of your door.
Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show people 
retain information from print ads better than digital ones. The  
tactile experience creates a stronger, more lasting impression.

303-979-7499
info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

Our October Deadline 
is September 15th. 

NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Grow Your Business This Fall! 

303-979-7499
info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches households in your 
target areas. Potential customers within a few miles of your door.
Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show people retain 
information from print ads better than digital ones. 

Locally owned and operated.

Locally  
owned & 
operated.

Oct. Deadline is September 15th. 

Locally owned & operated.

Grow Your Business This Fall! 
Connect Directly with Your Neighbors!

Grow Your Business This Fall! 
Connect Directly with Your Neighbors!

Treasurer’s Report 6/30/2026 to 7/31/2026
Beginning Balance...................................................... $20,619
INCOME
	 Zelle Deposits............................................................. $250
Total Income.................................................................... $250
EXPENSES
	 Storage June/July........................................................ $274
	 Web network................................................................... $4
Total Expenses................................................................. $278
Ending Balance.......................................................... $20,591
*Note that all amounts are rounded to the nearest dollar.

Fall Home Exterior Maintenance
ROOF & DRAINAGE
	 Clean the Gutters: Remove all pine needles and leaves to 
prevent heavy ice dams from forming in winter.
	 Inspect Roof Shingles: Look for loose, cracked, or missing 
shingles that could leak during heavy spring snowmelts.
	 Direct Downspouts Away: Extend downspouts at least 3 to 5 
feet away from your foundation to prevent soil erosion and base-
ment flooding.
FOUNDATION & EXTERIOR WALLS
	 Seal Structural Cracks: Use outdoor caulk to fill cracks in 
concrete foundations, siding, and stucco to keep moisture out.
	 Inspect Exterior Siding: Check for peeling paint or gaps in 
siding that expose wood to harsh winter sun and moisture.
	 Clear Foundation Beds: Remove dead vegetation and debris 
from the perimeter of your home to discourage pests from nesting.
WINDOWS, DOORS, & INSULATION
	 Replace Weatherstripping: Swap out worn seals around 
exterior doors and windows to block freezing winds and lower 
heating bills.
	 Caulk Window Frames: Apply exterior-grade caulk to gaps 
between window frames and siding to stop drafts.
	 Check Attic Ventilation: Ensure soffit and ridge vents are 
clear so moisture can escape, preventing mold growth.
OUTDOOR UTILITIES & SAFETY
	 Service the Furnace: Hire a technician to inspect your HVAC 
system and replace filters before the first cold snap.
	 Test Safety Alarms: Change batteries and test all smoke 
detectors and carbon monoxide monitors before keeping windows 
shut for winter.
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	 September brings the transition from the familiar summer sky 
to the constellations of autumn. Look toward the  south and south-
east after dark  for bright  Saturn, which is approaching its  October 
4 opposition and will be visible for much of the night. A telescope will 
reveal its famous rings, although they appear unusually narrow this 
year. Neptune reaches opposition on September 25, making September 
an excellent time to hunt for this distant blue world with binoculars or a 
telescope, although it is far too faint to see with the unaided eye. In the 
early morning hours, Jupiter and Mars begin appearing in the eastern 
sky before sunrise, with Jupiter by far the brighter of the two. 
	 The summer constellations remain prominent early in the eve-
ning. Look overhead for the  Summer Triangle, formed by the 
bright stars Vega, Deneb, and Altair. From there, find  Cygnus the 
Swan, whose stars form a large cross, and  Lyra, a small parallel-
ogram anchored by brilliant Vega. As the evening progresses, look 
toward the east for Pegasus, recognizable by its large square of four 
stars, and  Andromeda, which stretches away from one corner of 
the square. Under reasonably dark skies, binoculars can reveal the 
faint  Andromeda Galaxy, our nearest large neighboring galaxy. 
September also brings the  autumnal equinox on  September 23, 
when day and night are nearly equal in length. The Harvest Moon 
arrives September 26, traditionally named for the bright full Moon 
that historically helped farmers extend their working hours after sun-
set. For Mission Viejo stargazers, even a backyard or neighborhood 
park can provide a rewarding view, especially if you give your eyes 
15–20 minutes to adjust to the darkness and turn off nearby outdoor 
lights when possible. Keep looking up!

— Submitted by: Ben Summers, 
High School Astronomy Teacher and Mission Viejo Resident

September Night Skies, A Changing Season Over Mission Viejo
	 If viewing the night sky and learning more about about 
it, please send an email to president@missionviejohoa.org, 
so that we can work with Ben Summers to set up a date 
and time in the upcoming months to meet at Mission Viejo 
Park. We look forward to the next monthly article, Ben. 

Hot Air Balloon Festivals
COLORADO SPRINGS LABOR DAY LIFT OFF
When: September 5–7, 2026
Where: Memorial Park 
	 (1605 E Pikes Peak Ave, Colorado Springs)
Details: Celebrate the 50th annual festival featuring 
over 70 hot air balloons taking flight each morning. 
Includes evening balloon glows, a Ninja Nation obsta-
cle course, a massive beer garden, and live music. 
Entrance is free.

COLORFEST PAGOSA SPRINGS
When: September 19, 2026
Where: Yamaguchi Park 
	 (684 S 5th St, Pagosa Springs)
Details: A classic autumn outdoor festival showcasing 
hot air balloon launches over the mountains, a wine and 
food festival, a craft beer tasting event, and a color run/
walk.


